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WELCOME FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

KATE MIANO
It is great to welcome you back to the Waterfront 

Playhouse for yet another spectacular season – our 87th, 
if you can believe that! And what an exciting season we 
have in store for you! As you have come to expect from 

the Waterfront, we are presenting awesome plays, 
musicals, breathtaking sets, and very talented actors, 

dancers, and musicians for your enjoyment.  
There were some tense moments for us when it was uncertain if the city 
would renew our lease, but you will be happy to know that a new 10-year 

lease has been signed, and we can be grateful that it will take us to 
at least 97 years of live theatre in Key West at the Waterfront.  

We were further challenged when our beloved president, leader, 
and friend, Christopher Elwell passed suddenly. As the new president, it 
was with a lot of apprehension that I accepted the role as President of 
the Waterfront. I can’t possibly fill Christophers shoes (sandals), but with 
 the help of our amazing Producing Artistic Director, Patrick New, and a 

dedicated and strong Board of Directors, we will succeed. We are 
dedicating this season to you, CHRISTOPHER!  

To our very talented Technical Director, and Set Designer 
 Michael Boyer, thank you! Every time the curtains rise on one of his sets, 

the audience gasps in awe! We couldn’t do it without you, which 
translates to: YOU MAY NEVER RETIRE!!  

Wendy Allen is on board with us again this year as Volunteer 
Coordinator, thank you Wendy and thanks to all the volunteers 

who take the time to support us throughout the season.  
Lastly, thank you to our Actors, both local and from out of town who 

bring live theatre to our stage. You are the best in the business!  It is always 
a joy to watch you perform. I want to personally thank all of YOU for you 
 support of the Waterfront over the years.   We could not do this without 

our members, season ticket holders, donors, and business partners. 
It indeed takes a village.

Kate Miano, President
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GIVE US A REVIEW ON 

 

We hope you had a great time 

tonight at the Waterfront Playhouse -- 

"The Best Professional Theater in Florida" (Florida Monthly Magazine) 

Please spread the word by giving us a review on TripAdvisor.com 

WELCOME FROM OUR PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

PATRICK NEW
At the Waterfront Playhouse, we believe wholeheartedly 
in the enduring and transformative power of live theatre. In 
a world where so much of our interaction happens through 
screens, the theatre remains a rare refuge — a place where 

we gather to connect eye-to-eye, face-to-face, and heart 
-to-heart. It is storytelling at its most immediate, inviting empathy, 

laughter, reflection, and a deepened sense of understanding. 
That connection is at the core of everything we do.  

Once again, our season is shaped into two dynamic series. The Spotlight 
Series offers intimate storytelling with Fooling Buddha, What the Constitution 

Means to Me, and Tuesdays With Morrie — productions that invite us into 
meaningful personal journeys and remind us of the shared humanity in 
every story. Our Main Stage Series includes larger-scale productions — 

Some Enchanted Evening, Almost, Maine, Once, and Accomplice  
 filled with humor, romance, mystery, music, and heart. From beloved 

classics to modern favorites, there is truly something for everyone.  
This work is only possible because of a remarkable team. Last spring, 
we faced the heartbreaking loss of our dear friend and Board President, 
Chris Elwell. His legacy continues to guide and inspire us. We are grateful 
to now be under the leadership of our new Board President, Kate Miano, 
a true champion of community spirit whose passion for the Waterfront is 
already helping shape a bright future for the theatre. My sincere thanks 

go to Kate and our entire Board of Directors for their unwavering support.  
A special thank-you to our amazing build crew, run crew, staff, and 
volunteers, who ensure that every production, from rehearsal to final 

bow, is filled with care and professionalism. We are so fortunate to have 
Michael Boyer as our resident designer and technical director; his artistry 

turns imagination into reality night after night and remains a vital part 
of the Waterfront Playhouse.  

My profound thanks to the Key West community: hank you for your 
belief in us. Your enthusiasm is what makes the Waterfront Playhouse 

such a treasured cultural home. We can’t wait to welcome you 
and to share the journey ahead. 

 
Warmest regards, 

 
Patrick New  Producing Artistic Director
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WELCOME FROM OUR TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

MICHAEL BOYER
This is my 25th year as Designer/Technical Director at 
Waterfront Playhouse. As we begin our 87th season, I feel 
I must take a moment and reflect back on that time.  The 

Waterfront Playhouse was not in a particularly good place 
twenty-five years ago.  It had to save every cent to stay 

afloat.  The building needed repairs, the lighting and sound equipment 
needed modernizing, and it needed some TLC.  Henry Woods, as president 
for three years, started a significant jump forward.  He redesigned the board 
and their duties, began the modernization of the facilities, and he had the 

good sense to hire Danny Weathers as the Artistic Director and, with all 
modesty, myself as Designer/Technical Director.  

 
Christopher Elwell’s approximate 20 years as president continued 

the growth of the theatre and the shows got ever better. Unfortunately, 
Christopher died last spring, and we all miss him immensely.  Queen of 
Fantasy Fest, Kate Miano, has succeeded Christopher as the president 

of the board, and has already had a major impact on the appearance 
of the playhouse.  

  
Of course, the Artistic Directors have made a great contribution 

to the theatre, starting with Danny Weathers, who was here for 20 years. 
 Tom Thayer was next and left last year.  Patrick New became the new 

Artistic Director and promises to continue to build the theatre into 
an even bigger and better facility.     

 
It is with the help of the directors, backstage crews, the actors, all 

the past board members, and the audience that we have reached the 
level of performance we have achieved.  The audience is an essential part 

of a theatre.  Without the audience you cannot do theatre.  Therefore, 
I would like to thank everyone who has helped to make the Waterfront 

Playhouse a success, including YOU a member of the audience. 
 

I hope you enjoy tonight’s production. THANK YOU 
 

Michael Boyer, Technical Director
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We are 
delighted 
to salute 
Waterfront 
Playhouse 
on your 
Big 87th 
Season!

328 Southard Street in Old Town 
305-292-6999 • BobbyshopOnline.com
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Thanks  to  Our Season Sponsors: 
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There’s a seat here 
with YOUR Name on it! 

 

 

Celebrate the Waterfront's Big 87th SEASON 
with YOUR OWN SEAT in the theater... for $500, 

you can become a part of the theater’s 
permanent legacy with an engraved silver 

plaque affixed to a seat in the theater. 

Please contact Patrick New at 305-294-5015 or 
BusinessManager@WaterfrontPlayhouse.org. 

All contributions are fully tax-deductible. 
THANK YOU! 

mailto:BusinessManager@WaterfrontPlayhouse.org
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THE HISTORY OF 

THE KEY WEST 
PLAYERS 

 
The story of the Waterfront 
Playhouse begins in 1939 

when the original producing 
organization, the Key West 
Players, banded together. 

Including both locals and Navy personnel, The Players began 
putting on theatrical productions in whatever space they could 

find, including the U.S.S. Gilmore which was stationed in 
Key West right after WW II. 

 
In 1961, with the help of Key West Player Tennessee Williams, 

The Players eventually found a permanent home at The 
Waterfront Playhouse, a crumbling ice warehouse that had 

been built in the 1880's and was situated in historic Mallory Square. 
The warehouse was totally renovated and transformed into 
The Waterfront Playhouse (the term by which The Key West 

Players is most widely known today).  
 

In the years since, major improvements have been supported 
by the generosity of many donors and the Monroe County Tourist 

Development Council. In the past few years, we have made several 
major technical and structural upgrades, including new dressing 

rooms, new HVAC system, new lighting, new sound, new electrical 
systems, a state-of-the-art assisted listening system, a new roof, a new 

lobby and a new stage. Further improvements are on the way. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support! 

 FOLLOW THE 

Waterfront Playhouse on Social Media! 
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INTERESTED IN JOINING US? 

 

If you are interested in theater 
and supporting the Arts in Key West, we have plenty of opportunities. 

 
Apply for Board Membership by calling Kate Miano at 305-923-4617. 

 
Become an Usher by calling Wendy Allen at 305-849-2498. 

 
Help Build Sets by calling Michael Boyer – 305-395-8338. 

 
Become a Member by calling Patrick New at 305-294-5015. 

 
Make a Donation (of goods, services or money) 

by calling Patrick New at 305-294-5015. 
 

Please check WaterfrontPlayhouse.org for more 
information about how you can get involved with 

“The Best Professional Theater in Florida.” 
 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES 
BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) OR OUT OF STATE  850-410-3800. REGISTRATION DOES NOT 

IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
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KEY WEST PLAYERS, INC. 2025-26 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF 

 
President: Kate Miano  

Past President: Bob Frechette 
VP of Development: Stuart Kaufman 
VP of Marketing: Timothy Maloney 
VP of Governance: Mike Benner 

 Secretary: Stephanie Wise 
Treasurer: Frank Menditch  

 
Voting Board Members 

Lynda Frechette  •  Kate Regan  •  Joe Trippi 
Damain DeAngeles  •  Tim Maloney  •  Stuart Kaufman  

 
Advisory Board Members 

George Fernandez  •  Kim Darby  •  ML Price  •   Diane May 
 

Honorary Lifetime Member 
George Gugleotti 

  
Production Team 

Producing Artistic Director: Patrick New  
Technical Director: Michael Boyer 

House Managers: Seana Cameron, Kim Giska 
Volunteer Coordinator: Wendy Allen 

Playbill Design: JT Thompson 
Advertising Sales: Roberta DePiero, Peter Arnow & Diane May 

Accounting: Lena Scott

WATERFRONT PLAYHOUSE is Proud to be Supported by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

And special thanks to THE CITY OF KEY WEST for their decades of support!

Dogwood Charitable Foundation 
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Keys Smiles pickup from in-

side front cover last year
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-ADVER T ISER  D IRECTORY  

Anne McKee Artists Fund                              47 

AQUA D’KEYS                                                  16 

Aquaplex / Aquanettes                                 11 

Audubon House & Tropical Gardens            3 

Bagatelle Fine Dining                                      32 

Barack Pensions / Jerilyn Barack                  15 

Berkshire Hathaway / Knight & Gardner      1 

Birdcage Cabaret                                          10 

Blue Heaven / Saluté                                      36 

Bobby Shop The Salon                                   18 

Books & Books                                                  44 

Brenda Donnelly Real Estate                        36 

Classic Harbor Line                                          21 

Curry & Sons Printing                                       15 

Royal Furniture & Design /  Elwell Family      2 
DESTINATION Florida Keys & Key West         21 
Dragon Rooster                                               17 
Ea Ruth, Realtor                                                 5 
El Meson de Pepe                                           49 
Fausto's Food Palace                                     30 
First Flight Island Restaurant                           51 
First State Bank / KeysBank.com                  27 
Florida Keys Council of The Arts                    12 
Four Star Rentals & Party Store                      24 
FRINGE Theater Key West                              47 
Hands On                                                          36 
Hear4U Audiology              Inside Front Cover 
Historic Hideaways                        Back Cover 
Hot Tin Roof / Ocean Key Resort                  19 
Impromptu Concerts                                      47 
Island House Resort                                         33 
Jane Gardner Interiors                                   13 
Jeff Jolly, CFP, Ameriprize Financial               9 
Jimmy Lane Home Team                                 7 
JT Thompson / One Human Family                5 
Key West Art & Historical Society                  14 
Key TV                                                                   25 
Key West Business Guild                                    48 

Key West Butterfly & Nature Conservatory  16 
Key West International Dance Co.              37 

Key West Optical                                             19 
Key West Playbills                                             44 
KW Tropical Forest & Botanical Garden     26 
Key West Sisters                                                37 
Key West Urgent Care / Family Doctor       54 
Key West Woman’s Club                               31 
Keys Smiles / KeysSmiles.com                      52 
Keys Wealth Management / Todd German      54 
Keys Weekly / KeysWeekly.com                   35 
Last Key Realty                                                 20 
LaTeDa / King Christopher Rounds              31 
Marathon Community Theatre                    46 
Marc Ulanowski                Inside Back Cover 
Michele Grahl / Keller Williams                     13
Neptune Designs                                             44 
Nine One Five Restaurant & Bar                   55 
Penley Produce Vacation Homes               23 
Poco Pelo Chic Salon / Les Steele               33 
Porter-Allen Insurance                                    27 
Preferred Properties / Laurie McChesney  34 
Q Printing / Neil Chamberlain                       38 
Raymond James / Tom Nitti                          40 
Red Barn Theatre                                            46 
Rent Key West                                                  41 
Samuel J. Kaufman Law, PA.                        29 
Southernmost Smiles                                       42 
Stephanie Wise & Sandra Swan                   28 
Strunk Ace Hardware                                     30 
Susie’s Estates Key West                                 6 
Sweat Society                                           43 
Tavern ‘N Town Restaurant                      40 
Team Bobby Coe                                     27 
Tennessee Williams Theatre                           49 
The Gardens Hotel / Wine Bar             12 & 13 
The Roost Cocktail Bar                                   15 
The Studios of Key West                                  46 
Truman & Co. Real Estate                              30 
We Cycle                                                 44 & 48 
We’ve Got The Keys                                       37 
Wodu Media                                                    39 
Wonderdog Studios / Marky Pierson           22 
Zabar’s / Zabars.com                                     53 

THANK YOU to all our loyal Advertisers... 
we hope you support their businesses too!






